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Sixth Form Frequently asked Questions



	
How are tutor groups set?
Tutor Groups are created by the Assisstant Director of Sixth Form, Mrs Aldworth-Jones and you will be told your tutor on your first day in September. This is due to student applications only being finalised after results day. If you do have any particular requests about your tutor group because of your personal circumstances then please email Gemma Marshall including the reason. We can’t make any promises at this stage, but will take your request into consideration.
Sixth Form is an opportunity to start afresh though; it could be the time to start broadening your friendship group.

	
What Enrichment Options are available?
When term starts in September, this will be one of the big topics to look at; what can we encourage you to access outside of your normal studies? It’s not a rigid programme listing what is on offer; we are more than happy to hear your proposals. One of our most popular enrichment activities is the Mental Health Ambassador Programme. There are some fantastic opportunities out there so get your thinking caps on and be ready to discuss in September. Ask yourself the question: What is it that I can do to allow me to further expand/improve myself?
We take enrichment seriously at KCC Sixth Form, so much so that we make it a compulsory element with a dedicated time allocation on Wednesday afternoons. There is a reward to it; when the time comes to write an application for a job, apprenticeship or UCAS – this could be the factor that differentiates you from the rest of the cohort applying. But don’t leave it until the end of Year 12. Take up the opportunities now and you will be more prepared when the time comes to get your application ready.

	
What happens if I complete all of the bridging work for subjects but I don’t meet the entry requirements for the course and need the course for a planned University application?
We understand the anxieties around your entry requirements. They are there for a reason though and set by each department at a level to ensure that students on the course have reached the right stage in their learning and understanding to access and succeed on a course. It needs to be a suitable course for those individuals. Each course and qualification present their own set of challenges and we want to ensure that you are set up to succeed on them.
When we get the results in August, we look at individual students, their offer and their grades; if students don’t achieve the entry requirement grades then we will interview again. Remember though that there are different courses open to you and we can ensure you have all the information available to make those decisions.
Offers will be made on a case by case basis and in consultation with Heads of Department. Ms Fairclough and Mrs Marshall will be available on results day for a secondary interview. Should you already feel this would be beneficial and want to book an appointment in advance, then please contact Mrs Barker on charlotte.barker@kingsbridgecollege.org.uk  .






	
Are there many extra-curricular clubs available in Sixth Form?
Yes there are a number of KS5 Sixth Form clubs and enrichment opportunities and we will ensure you are well informed of these in September. A popular and successful club is Mr Kirby’s Online Magazine ‘Shine’ for those interested in Arts and Media; we also have a number of new societies run by Year 13 Students who would love you to get involved. These include: Dungeons and Dragons, Mindfulness and wellbeing and Film Society but we’d love to be able to start some new ones so don’t hesitate to propose something to Mrs Aldworth-Jones.
A number of A Level subjects also offer lunch and after college drop in study sessions. Details of these will be available from the Sixth Form office.

	
Is there a Dress Code in Sixth Form?
We are asking you to be professional, so dress as a ‘professional student’. What this means is that we want you to wear respectful and practical clothing. It’s also about thinking about your individual subjects and what is appropriate to wear to during these lessons e.g. if you’re working in a Drama studio, in the technology lab and art rooms.
There is an ‘official’ dress code which will be shared nearer the start of term and is published in the Sixth Form Handbook.

	
Is there a Student Council?
Yes, our newly established Student Leaders in Year 13 will be introducing themselves to you at the beginning of term. You too will have the fantastic opportunity to be part of this group as role models for the college; there are a number of roles that lead on different areas and enable you to have a say in decisions that involve you. The Student Leaders make a significant contribution to the ethos and experience of KCC Sixth Form and the college as a whole.
Student Leaders also plan events and fund-raising opportunities to get the whole Sixth Form community involved. 
There is a formal application process, which is also an amazing enrichment opportunity and a great way to prepare you for future life experiences. 

	
What are the rules on phones?
Phones need to be away in Lower School. They are not to be used unless you directly ask a member of staff or a teacher allows in a lesson for something like research purposes.
In a Sixth Form study periods, you may well be challenged for being on your phone so ensure it is out for valid reasons, not for playing games or accessing social media! 
However, at breaktime, lunchtime and before / after college, whilst in the Sixth Form Centre, you are absolutely allowed to use your phone. We expect you to be professional about how you use your devices in College and keep in mind that you are the role models for the rest of the student body.






	
What volume of Home Learning (HL) can we expect?
Each subject will set approx. 4/5 hours of HL per week, but remember you have your study periods as well to be managing this. So it is important that you use the study periods well to maintain your workload as you go through the week. Be an independent, self-regulating learner!

	
Do we work in school books or provide our own?
Different subjects have their own specific ways of working. For example, Drama present students with a workbook but expect students to get a ring-binder folder to store their paper based work.
Your teachers will go through al this with you on your first lessons.  

	
How many ‘free periods’ do we have in a week?
You will have ‘STUDY periods’ but no ‘free periods’. You will be in college full time.
You will be expected to study in those periods and the number you have is dependent on the number of subjects you will be taking. The study periods are an ideal time to support your drive to become an independent learner and as we have already mentioned are a necessity in support of completing HL to a high standard. 
You will always register with a member of staff for a study period as they are compulsory and count towards your overall attendance. But we do recognise that for some subjects you will need to go to a specialist room to work, but this will need to be agreed in advance with the study supervisor.



We hope you have found all of the information provided useful through your admissions process. If you have any further questions, please get in touch with the team:
Ms Fairclough		Director of Sixth Form			Emily.Fairclough@kingsbridgecollege.org.uk 
Mrs Aldworth-Jones 	Assistant Director of Sixth Form	Maria.Alworth-Jones@kingsbridgecollege.org.uk 
Gemma Marshall	Progress Co-ordinator			Gemma.Marshall@kingsbridgecollege.org.uk 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Charlotte Barker	Admissions and Bursary			Charlotte.Barker@kingsbridgecollege.org.uk 
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